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inst It confirmed what I knew already, namely, that
the Emperor had not taken any one into his confidence
beforehand. He asked Gortschakoff if J he was satisfied,
and the Imperial Chancellor replied that he was pleased
to observe the words " ordre l^gal" in the speech. If
the Emperor had previously asked his advice on the
matter, he would have urged the insertion of these
words, as it would be of advantage that Europe should
know that both Powers were at one respecting the
maintenance of law and order/' The report then con-
tinues : " The Chancellor never likes the Emperor to
deal with politics in an extempore fashion,, and without
consulting him. In the present instance, this feeling
was again perceptible; but he had no option in speaking
to me but to express his great satisfaction at the
Imperial utterances. He added that the Eussian press
already commented upon his Majesty's words with
approval, and hoped they would be well received in
Berlin, which has been the case. At the same time, so
far as I can ascertain, opinion here in St. Petersburg is
very much divided on the subject. Our friends
applaud. Others, who, since the war, have been
oppressed with the foolish apprehension that victorious
Germany would soon fall upon Russia, now breathe
more freely. Yet another section pull wry faces at this
formal proclamation of Eusso-German friendship. A
serious blow has been dealt at all the attempts of this
party to disturb the friendship by exciting mutual
suspicion. After such words as those we heard on the
8th of December, the reading public will no longer
credit what they say, as such a frank statement by the
Sovereign cannot be without influence in Eussia. They
now seek to indemnify themselves by turning the Tsar's
friendship for Prussia into ridicule. The visit of the